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Now, these are not radical things, but what
I want to tell you—this is an interesting argu-
ment, because it’s not like there’s no evi-
dence here. The same crowd that’s against
this told me 7 years ago, when I signed the
Brady bill, that all it would do is inconven-
ience legitimate gun owners and be a terrible
burden, and it wouldn’t help anything. Well,
a half a million felons, fugitives, and stalkers
later who didn’t get handguns because of
what the Brady bill required in the back-
ground check, we have a 35 percent decline
in gun crime. And, I’ll say again, not a single
Texas hunter has missed a day in the deer
woods. They are wrong about this, and
there’s a difference about this.

And I don’t care how low the crime rate
has gone; anybody that thinks this country
is safe enough has not spent enough time
where the crime rate is high. We ought to
keep going until this is the safest big country
in the world. We owe it to our kids.

We think—I’ll just say one other thing. I
believe that one of the reasons America has
done so well is that our prosperity has been
broadly shared, that we’ve had over 22 mil-
lion new jobs, that we’ve got the lowest mi-
nority unemployment rate among Hispanics
and African-Americans ever recorded. We
favor raising the minimum wage because we
need it, and they don’t. We favor dramatically
increasing what’s called the earned-income
tax credit, which is an income tax refund to
poor working people with children, especially
those with three or more kids, and they don’t.

Now, this is not negative. You should listen
to them and let them tell you why they’re
against what we’re for. But we should not
be under any illusions that there are no con-
sequences to this election. If you want the
prosperity to continue, you should know that
there are two different approaches. If you
want us to be sure we can guarantee excel-
lence in education to every young person,
you should know there are two different ap-
proaches. If you want working people to have
a chance to succeed at work and raising their
kids, whether they work at one of your won-
derful companies or whether they work in
this hot weather serving your food tonight,
there are two different approaches.

And so I say, all I can ask you to do be-
tween now and the election is to help our

people, but talk to other people. And don’t
let the American people—I don’t mean just
here in Austin or in Texas, but I mean all
over the country where you have friends—
people must understand. All I want to know
is that when I walk out the door on January
20th, the American people took this election
seriously. They understood that we turned
this country around, that we had the chance
of a lifetime, that there were differences, and
they understood what the differences were.
And in their own heart and mind, they voted
to build the future of our dreams for our
children. And I know if that happens, every-
thing’s going to be all right.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:12 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Tom and Lynn Meredith; former Lt.
Gov. Ben F. Barnes of Texas and his wife,
Melanie; Roy M. Spence, Jr., founder and presi-
dent, GSD&M ad agency, and his wife, Mary;
Mayor Kirk P. Watson of Austin; former Gov. Ann
Richards of Texas; former Texas Land Commis-
sioner Garry Mauro; author Liz Carpenter, co-
founder, National Women’s Political Caucus;
Bernard (B.) Rapoport, chairman emeritus and
founder, American Income Life Insurance Co.,
and his wife, Audrey; former Texas State Attorney
General Dan Morales; former State Comptroller
John Sharp; Luci Baines Johnson, daughter of
President Lyndon B. Johnson; musician Lyle
Lovett; and Charlton Heston, president, and
Wayne LaPierre, executive vice president, Na-
tional Rifle Association.

Memorandum on United States-
Israel Cooperation on Affordable
Housing and Community
Development
June 19, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development

Subject: U.S.-Israel Cooperation on
Affordable Housing and Community
Development

In order to enlarge the framework for pol-
icy research studies on affordable housing
and related community development, one of
our most pressing domestic problems, and
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to strengthen relations with the State of
Israel for the mutual benefit of the citizens
of both countries, I hereby direct the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development
to begin discussions with the Government of
Israel on issues pertaining to affordable hous-
ing and community development, with the
aim of establishing a binational commission
to structure a cooperative exchange program
in this field. The Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development shall convene and chair
the American side of this binational commis-
sion, and the membership should be com-
posed of experts active in housing policy,
mortgage markets, residential construction
technology, economic development, neigh-
borhood revitalization, and related fields of
research and practice vital to the health and
well-being of towns and cities. All activity un-
dertaken pursuant to this memorandum shall
be coordinated with the Department of
State.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 20. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this memorandum.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony
for King Mohamed VI of Morocco
June 20, 2000

Your Majesty, members of the Moroccan
delegation, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf
of the United States, I am delighted to wel-
come the King of Morocco to America.

Your Majesty, as we were just discussing,
it was 22 years ago when the people of the
United States first welcomed you to this
House, when you came as Crown Prince with
your father, His Majesty King Hassan II.
Today we welcome you back in the same
spirit of friendship that has joined our two
nations since the beginning of the American
republic.

Your Majesty, America will never forget
that in 1777, the first nation in the world
to recognize the United States was the King-
dom of Morocco. Ten years later, our two
countries approved a treaty of peace and
friendship, which today remains the longest

unbroken treaty of its kind in all history. In
the days since, we have stood together to live
up to that treaty’s ideals and to secure its
blessings for others.

During the Second World War, more than
300,000 Moroccans fought alongside the Al-
lies against Nazi tyranny. Today, Moroccan
soldiers stand shoulder to shoulder with
Americans as we keep the peace in both Bos-
nia and Kosovo. Morocco’s location has made
it a bridge between east and west. Morocco’s
leadership has made it a bridge between peo-
ples.

During the Second World War, King
Mohamed V resisted efforts to target and
capture Moroccan Jews. In our time, King
Hassan worked hard to bring people together
to secure a comprehensive peace for the peo-
ple of the Middle East. He reminded us of
the ancient wisdom of the Koran that if two
groups of believers fight each other, we
should endeavor to reconcile them. He
helped bring us closer than we have ever
been to a real and lasting peace.

Your Majesty, I was proud to walk with
the people of Morocco on that sad day last
July, when we crossed the city of Rabat to
lay your father to rest. Providence called
upon you to be one of the voices of a new
generation of Arab leaders, and you have re-
sponded with courage and conviction, heal-
ing old wounds, promoting democracy, lifting
those left behind, touching the hearts of your
people. Morocco is a sterling example of Is-
lamic tolerance, a force for peace, rooted in
the common values of humanity.

In the 20th century, Morocco helped to
make the world safe for democracy. In the
21st century, let us, together, make it also
safe for diversity.

On the day that he died, His Majesty King
Hassan, had a letter sitting on his desk ready
to be signed, a letter he had asked to be
drafted, that reaffirmed what he called, ‘‘our
shared principles of freedom and solidarity,
and our unshakable belief in the values of
democracy, peace, prosperity, and progress.’’
That letter was written on the very same kind
of parchment as the letter passed between
Sultan Mohammed III and President George
Washington, more than two centuries ago.
Your Majesty, in the days ahead, may we af-
firm that letter and our old, old friendship
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